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it not worth while? Surely it is a far 
greater thing to make the calling and elec- 

tion of a human soul sure than it is to 

elect a president of the United States. 

Another element that contributed very 
largely to "vote making," was public 

speech. Speaking of this the Christian 
Advocate says : 

One party employed seventeen thousand three 
hundred stump speakers, who were stationed in 
twelve Western States, under instructions and 
contracts to hold forth nightly for the last two 
weeks of the campaign. With what energy they 
spoke can easily be imagined. 

The children of this world are wiser in their 
generation than the children of lipht. What 
would be the effect if the forty thousand minis- 
ters of the country—some of whom have shown 
more zeal in the campaign than they have done 
for years in the salvation of souls—should put the 
same physical and mental energy, supported by 
warm religious emotion, sustained by private 
prayer and consecration, in a campaign, not for 
votes, but for men ? At first they would not get 
as many people to hear them as greeted these 
speakers, but if their public appeals were support- 
ed by private exhortations by their constituents, 
the members of the churches, a mighty work 
would be wrought. 

Still another, and a very important 

means resorted to by politicians, is the 

hand to hand canvass, personal contact 

with the voter. The shrewd politician 
knows the effect of a good, warm hand 

shake. Oh, that the children of light 

were as wise as the children of the world. 

God's people should learn that good warm 

hand-shaking is truly a means of grace. 

The pastor, Sunday school superintendent 
or teacher who has not yet learned the art 

of hand-shaking, has failed to lay hold of 

one of the large possibilities of his office. 
Mr. Pepper very truthfully says : 

Many a deep cable message of love was sent 
over the telegraph line composed of two extended 
hands and arms, long before the old Atlantic felt 
the throb of the buried cable in her bosom 

BEADING AND OHARAOTEB. 

The relation of what a man reads, to his 
life and character is very apparent to a 

close observer. Indeed the literature one 

reads is a fair index to his character. It 

is doubtful whether there is any other one 

thing that exerts so powerful an influence 

on the whole life and all the actions of a 
man as the literature he reads. The press 
is great power in moulding the character, 

influencing the actions and shaping the 

destinies of men and women. The begin- 

ning of thousands of sweet, and beautiful 
lives can be traced back to the reading of 
a little tract, a paragraph from a book, or 

a few sentences from a religious paper. 

And it is too sadly true that the begin- 

ning of a downward course which ends in 
vice, crime or death, can be traced back 

to the reading of some dime novel, the 
story of a murder, or perhaps a love story 

which ends disastrously. As for instance 
the following from the Bombay Guardian : 

A great sensation has been caused in England 
by the murder of a woman by her son aged only 
thirteen years. The cause of the crime was di- 
rectly traced to vicious books, sometimes spoken 
of as ' 'penny dreadfuls." The youthful murderer 
had saturated his mind with the doings of unreal 
and repulsive characters until he coveted the gal- 
lows and seemed entirely devoid of any feeling of 
contrition. This awful episode has. however, 
drawn public attention to the wide sale that mis- 
chievous literature has among lads in England, 
and one writer draws attention to the throng of 
lads who frequent the police courts, where tbey 
learn to admire the bold and brazen bearing of 
hardened criminals, and he urges that they be for- 
bidden admittance to the courts. 

"Show me a man's books, and I will show you 
the man's character" is a saying that has much 
truth in it. It is impossible that the average boy 
or girl, or man or woman, will rise above the mor- 
al level of their favorite reading. There can be 
no more vigorous and healthy reading than that 
which gives the best thoughts and doings of men 
who fear God and keep his commandments. It 
is inspiring to dwell upon the achievements of no- 
ble men, and it is instructive to know, in order to 
avoid, the things in which they have failed The 
Book among books is a noble pattern of literature. 
In it virtues are mentioned in such a way that we 
covet to emulate them, and failings and sins are 
recorded with faithfulness so that we see no pleas- 
ure in them that we should desire them, 

And yet how careless are parents as to 

what their children read. How little pro- 
vision is made in the way of literature for 

the home. It is not only important, it is 

the duty of every father and mother to 

provide good, wholesome, clean literature 

for the home. Warm clothing and well 

prepared food are provided for the body. 

Is it of more importance than the mind 
and soul ? Parents should be as particu- 

lar about the literature their children read 

as about the food they eat, and more so. 

With a view of helping our readers in the 

choice of books and papers for the home, 
we have invited brother J. C. Mackey to 

write an article on, "What to Read These 

Winter Evenings," or "Literature for the 
Home." 

Brother Gillin speaks some very plain words to 
the laity. 

Brother Walter Clark reports three accessions 
and good meetings. 

Brother J. M. Fox has been called to take charge 
of the North Manchester Church. 

We are pleased to hear once more from brother 
S W. Wilt. He is busy in the work of the Mas- 
ter. 

Our readers will no doubt be interested in the 
communications from Brother Shively. 

Brother Span ogle reports six accessions by 
baptism in one of his congregations, meeting held 
by Brother Smouse. 

Brother L. L. Garber, formerly principal of 
the Belleville, Ohio, schools, is vi.iting with his 
brother, A. L. Garber, at Ashland. 

Brother W. A. Welty who has been canvassing 
in the interests of Ashland College for some time 
has returned home, well pleased with his work. 

Brother Furry says : Good services yesterday. 
Young skeptic made confession of Christ last 
night Three more in the family. Begin revival 
work Sunday 8. 

From brother V. M. Keichard we learn that the 
revival services conducted  by Brother Long re 
suited in 30 accessions. Communion at St. James 
Oct. 25.    Number communed, 117. 

Brother Yoder is doing the church a good ser- 
vice. He has prepared the matter, circulars and 
tracts, giving full particulars of the Missionary 
Circle, its organization, plan of work. etc. We 
are in hearty sympathy with the movement and 
will encourage it in every way possible. The work 
should have the support of the whole church. 

Brother Zed H. Copp sends the following on a 
postal card : Three confessions last night Glory 
to God, and sister Laura begins to-night. Broth- 
er J. H. Hall leads the music. Brother E. B. 
Shaver comes to morrow. Held cottage prayer- 
meetings each night last week. Church is ••one 
accord." Holy Ghost is with us in sanctifying 
and saving power. Praise the Lord. Pray for 
the work here, now. • 

We are in receipt of a letter from sister Emma, 
daughter of Brother McFaden, which brings us 
the sad news of our dear brother's misfortune. 
He was run down by a brewery wagon which 
crowded him on a railroad track, and before he 
could get away, the car struck him, broke his 
shoulder bone and otherwise bruised his body. It 
was a narrow escape. We are sorry to learn this 
sad news. He is under Dr. Hoop's care and will 
receive the best attention. The brother has the 
prayers of the whole church in his affliction. May 
the Lord raise him up that he may again attend 
to his labors in the city. We are requested to 
state that all letters will be promptly answered, 
and the Lord's work will go on in the city. 

HOW'S THIS. 

We offer One Hundred Dollars Reward 
for any case of Catarrh that cannot be 
cured by Hall's Catarrh Cure. 
F. J. CHENEY & CO , Props., Toledo, O. 

We, the undersigned, have known F. J. 
Cheney for the last 15 years, and believe 
him perfectly honorable in all business 
transactions, and financially able to carry 
out any obligation made by their firm. 
WEST & TRUAY, Wholesale Druggists, 
Toledo, O. 

WAI.DING, RINNAN & MARVIN, Wholesale 
Druggists, Toledo, O. 

Hall's Catarrh Cure is taken internally, 
acting-directly upon the blood and mucous 
surfaces of the system. Price 75c. per 
bottle. Sold by all Druggssts. Testi* 
monials free. 

, Hall's family Pills are the best. 


